Guidelines for Socratic Seminar
· Listen actively.

· Build on what others say.

· Don’t step on other’s talk.  Allow for silences and pauses.

· Let the conversation flow as much as possible, without raising hands or using a speaker’s list.

· Converse directly with each other, without going through the facilitator.

· Make assumptions underlying your comments explicit to others.

· Seek clarification and understanding of others’ ideas.  Ask questions.

· Watch your own air time—both in terms of how often you speak and in terms of how much you say when you speak.

· Refer to the text, and ask others to go to the text.  Use page numbers, and line numbers if provided.

To Prepare for the Seminar:
· You will be given a topic to consider and a prep sheet to work on with a partner.

· You should develop a minimum of one question for each level of questioning: comprehension, application, and synthesis.

· Each partner should have his/her own copy of the prep sheet to use for note-taking and response.  

Types of Questions:
· Level I: Comprehension

· Can you state, in your own words…

· Can you describe…

· Can you defend…

· Can you summarize…

· Level II: Application

· Explain how…

· Explain why…

· Interpret the reasons…

· Compare and contrast…

· Connect and explain…

· Level III: Synthesis

· Imagine…

· What would happen if…?

· Hypothesize…

· Theorize…

Seminar Grading:
You will be assessed on the following:

· Completion of the prep sheet

· Contribution to the conversation in two of three way:

· Ask a question

· Respond to a question

· Cite evidence from the text.

Scoring will work as follows:

· Three requirements (prep sheet, two different types of contribution) = 30 points

· Two requirements = 20 points

· One requirement = 10 points

· No requirements = 0 points

Socratic Seminar Prep Sheet

Name: ______________________________

Socratic Seminar prompt:

Step 1: Review the text and look for any relation to the topic.  Note possible connections (line #s, etc.) here. ________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Examine the prompt and look for any real-world connections.  Note possible connections here. _________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Write three questions about the prompt and/or reading.

Level One: Comprehension Level

Level Two: Application Level

Level Three: Synthesis Level
